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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Claims 26, 34 and 40, previously found as containing allowable subject matter, 
yet objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim(s), per the previous 
office action mailed 3 September 2008, are herein rejected over prior art of record. 

Priority 

The amendment to the first sentence of the specification to reference the prior 
Application No. PCT/US2004/04952, filed 19 February 2004, is acknowledged. 

Specification 

The amendment to the abstract of the disclosure so as to be presented on a 
separate sheet, apart from any other text, is accepted. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 22, 31, and 37 are objected to because the claims comprise subject 
matter from cancelled Claims 23 and 26, 32 and 34, and 40, respectively, yet neither 
said subject matter is indicated as comprising an amendment(s) to the claims nor are 
the claims indicated as being amended. 

Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 22 and 27-31, 33 and 35 - 36 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Karol (4,577,729). 
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Re: Claims 22 and 27 - 30, Karol discloses a mounting bracket assembly (10, 
Fig. 1) for an elevator system guide rail (12) respectively comprising: 

> a mount (36) securable within a hoistway; and 

> first and second clips (40 and 42) securable to each other (by 162, 168, 204, 
170, 172) for establishing a selectively adjustable clamp dimension (distance 
between 200 and 34 -webbing: 16, 18, Fig. 2; 188, Fig. 3) for securing the 
guide rail, each of said first and second clips securable to said mount (via 44, 
48, 56 and 52); 

> wherein each clip comprises a first segment (190 by 210. 212) securable to 
the guide rail and a second segment (192) securable to said mount (by 204. 

162, 142, 140): 

> wherein each of said first segments Includes at least one opening (202) and a 
fastening member (44) at least partially received through said opening to 
secure said clips in a fixed position relative to each other: 

and 

> wherein each said second segment includes at least one opening (202) and 
including a securing member (44) at least partially received through said 
opening to secure said clips to said mount (36); 

> wherein said opening has at least one dimension that is larger than a portion 
of said securing member (threaded shaft) received within said opening to 
allow selected movement of said clips relative to said mount; 

> wherein said first and second clips are mirror images of one another; 

> wherein said first and second clips remain substantially perpendicular (to 
rail/one another) during vertical movement of the guide rail, respectively. 

In reference to the claim language referring to securable to, intended use and 
other types of functional language must result in a structural difference between the 
claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the 
intended use, then it meets the claim. In a claim drawn to a process of making, the 
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intended use must result In a manipulative difference as compared to the prior art. In re 
Casey, 152 USPQ 235 (CCPA 1967); In re Otto, 136 USPQ 458, 459 (CCPA 1963). 

Re: Claims 31, 33 and 35 - 36, Karol discloses an elevator system respectively 

comprising: 

> an elevator car (Col. 1 , L. 1 3); at least one guide rail (1 2); and 

a mounting bracket assembly (36, 220) for securing said guide rail within a 
holstway (Col. 1, L. 13), said mounting bracket assembly comprising a mount 
(36) securable In a fixed position, and first and second clips (40, 42) 
adjustably secured to each other (via 142, 144, 140 and 170, 172) and to the 
mount for establishing a selectively adjustable clamping dimension (188, Fig. 
3 or distance between 190 of respective 40, 42) for securing the guide rail to 
the mounting bracket assembly, wherein each clip comprises a first segment 
(190 by 210. 212) securable to the guide rail and a second segment (192) 
securable to said mount and Including open portion facing each other 
establishing a clamp dimension (distance between 190 of respective 40. 42) 
there between : 

> wherein said clamp dimension Is adjustable (Col. 4. L. 18) to accommodate 
the guide rail; 

and 

> wherein each of said second segments Include at least one opening (202) 
and a securing member (44) at least partially received through said opening 
to secure said clips to said mount; 

> wherein said opening Is larger than a portion of said securing member (shaft) 
received within said opening to allow selected movement of said clips relative 
to said mount. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<,ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 24 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Karol in view of Pearson (5,316,108). 

Karol is silent with respect to his first segment comprising a C-shaped portion. 

Attention is directed to Pearson who teaches his clips (4, Col. 4, L. 8) each 
comprise a first segment (4.1 - 4.2), having a hole (4.3) and forming a C-shaped 
portion, wherein a spacing between said C-shaped portions establishes a clamp 
dimension (Col. 4, L. 4 - 8), wherein said clamp dimension is selectively adjustable to 
accommodate the guide rail (Col. 3, L. 42 - 44). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
reference of Karol with the teaching of Pearson for fewer loose components. 

Claim 37 - 39 and 41 - 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Karol. 

Re: Claim 37, Karol discloses a method of installing a guide rail within a 
hoistway comprising the steps of: 

a) positioning a first clip (40) and a second clip (42) about a guide rail (12) by 
securing the first clip to the second clip (in combination with 38); 

b) moving said first and second clips to a mounting position (align with 220, 36); 

c) adjusting a clamp dimension (distance between 190 of clips 40. 42); 
dimension 188. Fig. 3. Col. 4. L. 18) between said fist and second clips : 

d) securing said first and second clips to a mount (securing with 44); and 

e) securing said mount in a fixed position (tightening with 48, 56 & 52). 
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Re: Claims 38 - 39 and 41 - 42, Karol inherently discloses, respectively: 

> aligning the guide rail (12) within the hoistway after the clips are in the 
mounting position; 

> sliding the first and second clip longitudinally along the guide rail (12) to the 
mounting position; and 

> laterally adjusting said first and second clips relative to said mount to allow 
lateral positioning of the guide rail (sliding along 220 for alignment); 

> aligning said guide rail by moving said first and second clips relative to said 
mount (sliding along 36 for alignment). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 14 November 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are moot in view of new grounds of rejection(s). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Valjus et al (7,165,656); Hepler (1,707,720) and Nagase et al 
(JP-06156925A); and Anderson (3,199,642), Karol (4,431,087) and Sneed (6,186,356) 
are cited respectively for: 

> a mounting bracket assembly for elevator guide rail having first and second 
clips secured to each other for selectively adjusting a clamp dimension and 
said clips each having first and second segments for respective securing to 

said guide rail and a mount; 

> first and second clips each comprising a first segment, having a hole and 
forming a C-shaped portion; and 

> mounting bracket assemblies for elevator guide rails. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefan Kruer whose telephone number is 571 .272.5913. 

The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on 571.272.6856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 .273.8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 

/Stefan Kruer/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3654 
27 January 2009 
/Peter M. Cuomo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3654 



